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which proved to be a harder nut than Massena could crack when he stumbled up against them in following Wellington after the battle of Busaco. The passage of the Douro at Oporto, the next place I visited, would in these days be regarded as a minor operation, the French casualties being estimated at five hundred killed and wounded, while the British were only slightly over a hundred. But it was nevertheless a fine performance. The river at Oporto is some three hundred yards wide, the current is rapid and the banks are precipitous and rocky, and to attempt to cross such an obstacle in presence of the enemy, and without a bridging train, was an extremely perilous and daring undertaking. Had Soult and his staff taken reasonable precautions the attempt ought not to have succeeded.
There is a good club at Oporto, established many years ago by the English colony engaged in the port wine trade, and as the hotels are of a poor and unsanitary type I was glad to accept the privilege of its hospitality. The club was used by Soult and his staff before they were so suddenly expelled from the town, and their signatures are to be seen in the visitors' book. On the same page are the names of Wellington and his staff, who it will be remembered ate the dinner that had been prepared for Soult and his officers.
The plateau of Busaco affords a magnificent view of the surrounding country, and on it now stands a large and comfortable hotel, originally intended, I believe, as a palace for the King of Portugal. Tennis, golf, and other games are played on the ground where the battle was fought on the 27th of September 1810. The battle ought to have taken place on the 25th of the month, before the allies were in position. Ney asked permission to attack on that day, but Massena, like other French generals of his time, underrated Wellington, and after keeping Ney's messenger waiting several hours he replied that all action should be deferred until he arrived at the front. He leisurely appeared about noon on the followmg day, and then fixed the battle for the 27th of September. By that time the allies had completed their arrangements for defence, and after inflicting some 4500 casualties on the French and losing about 1500 men themselves they were able to withdraw
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